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Loop will create new route to university
Congested lanes and the occa-
sional traffic jam are cause for
the construction of a new
entrance to the university, which
will be located on the east side of
campus.
"I'm very excited to see
that we're going to have a univer-
sity boulevard," UTB/TSC
President Juliet V. García said
about the East Loop construction
project that will create a new pas-
sage to the university extending
from Elizabeth Street. "That's
real and under construction and
by next summer we should see a
boulevard." 
During construction,
which began earlier this summer,
Elizabeth Street has been closed,
from International Boulevard to
Ringgold Road.
"The East Loop was
designed to increase the trans-
portation network's capacity,"
said Larry A. Brown, director of
aviation for the Brownsville/
10,500 hit
the books
If you feel crowded walking
down the North and South hall-
ways, it's not your imagination.
UTB/TSC officials expected
more than 10,500 students to be
enrolled by today, the first day
of classes.
In an interview with The
Collegian last week, Registrar
Albert Barreda estimated that
the numbers would reach
between 10,500 and 10,700 by
the first class day, a 5 to 7 per-
cent increase from last fall. 
Barreda said 9,600 students
had registered by Aug. 15.
Spring 2003 had a student
enrollment of 10,003, slightly
higher than the Fall 2002 figure




Magda De la Garza, of the Admissions Office, helps register Ivan Cano, a freshman radiolo-
gy major, during Arena Registration last Thursday. About 800 students had registered by early
afternoon, according to Registrar Albert Barreda.
See ‘Enrollment,’ Page 6
By Sonia Mejia
Collegian Editor
See ‘East Loop,’ Page 5
District property tax rate vote set Thursday
The Southmost Union Junior
College District board of
trustees will meet at 5:30 p.m.
Thursday to vote on a tax rate.
The district must submit its
tax rate for the coming year to
the Cameron County Appraisal
District by Sept. 12, officials
say.
Thursday's meeting follows a
public hearing held last
Wednesday and a special board
meeting Aug. 8 during which
the board set the date for the
public hearing.
"Today's meeting is the first of
three that must occur to set the
[tax] rate," Vice President for
Administration and Partnership
Affairs John Ronnau said during
the special  meeting Aug. 8.
"The total tax rate is [made
up] of two components: one is
the debt rate, and that one has to
be set to generate just enough
money to cover your debt," said
Veronica Mendez, assistant vice
president for Administration
and Partnership Affairs during
an interview with The
Collegian. "The other part is the
maintenance and operation, and
that goes directly to the college,
budget, care of buildings, staff
and operat[ions]."
The tax rate for the previous
three years has been maintained
at $0.1314 per $100 valuation, a
number Ronnau has recom-
mended be placed on the agenda
for adoption at Thursday's meet-
ing.
The staff recommended a tax
rate of $0.112041 per $100 val-
By Sonia Mejia
Collegian Editor
See ‘Tax,’ Page 2










David Maritnez, Luis Martinez
Staff Writers
Priscilla Garcia, Analiz






Chris Aguilar, Maria Durón,
Dámaris Gloria, Andrew Nenque
Student Publications Coordinator
Azenett Cornejo
The Collegian is the student news-
paper serving the University of Texas
and Texas Southmost College. The
newspaper is widely distributed on a
campus of more than 10,000 students,
and is a member of the Texas
Intercollegiate Press Association.
All letters must be typed,
saved on disk and no longer
than 250 words. Letters must
include the name, classification
and phone number of letter
writer or the letter cannot be
published. Opinions expressed
in The Collegian are those of
the writers and do not necessar-
ily reflect the views of The
Collegian or UTB/TSC admin-
istrators. The editor reserves
the right to edit letters for
grammar and content.
Letters for The Collegian can
be sent to:
Letters to the Editor Policy
The Collegian
Student Union Room 1.28
80 Fort Brown  Brownsville, TX 78520
phone: (956) 554-5143  fax: (956) 554-5176
e-mail: collegian@utb.edu






















Monday,  Sept. 29
Monday, Oct. 6








Monday, Aug.  18
Monday, Aug.  25













**Hispanic Heritage Month issue
***Halloween issue
****Final exams/Christmas issue
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. Garca
has accepted the position of honorary
chair of the American Heart
Association’s 2003 Heart Walk.
Garca will lead hundreds of walkers
in the fight against America’s No. 1
killer--cardiovascular disease--on Oct.
4 on campus.
The American Heart Association is
seeking company leaders, walkers,
sponsors and volunteers to help with
this year’s Heart Walk.
The Heart Walk is the American
Heart Association’s premiere walking
and fund-raising event. 
For more information regarding the
2003 Heart Walk, contact Norma Vera,
Walk chair, at 574-6701.
García is named 
honorary chair of 
American Heart Walk 
uation for maintenance and operation
of the district, and a debt tax rate of
$0.019359 per $100 valuation.
"If this rate is adopted, it would be
the fourth consecutive year that the
board of trustees has not raised the tax
rate," Ronnau said.
Current tax appraisal reports have
shown a rise in property gains, which
officials believe will cause an adjust-
ment to the effective tax rate.
"Because of the increase in commu-
nity property values, keeping the same
tax rate as last year does increase rev-
enue to the Southmost Union Junior
College District," Ronnau said. "The
district can put this additional revenue
to good use."
He said the 7 percent increase in
enrollment during the past year
requires an effort to meet the demand
for higher education, which additional
revenue would help alleviate, espe-
cially after the $1.5 million decrease
in state funding for the university.
"We doubled our campus square
footage in order to meet the needs of
our expanding enrollment, and as you
well know, we are in one of the fastest,
if not the fastest, growing community
in the U.S., so we know that the
demand for higher education opportu-
nities will continue to increase,"
Ronnau said.
"The public is invited to express
their opinions about the proposed
rate," Ronnau said. "I would assume
there will be people supporting the
college, and perhaps applauding the
trustees for not raising the rate for
Tax
Continued from Page 1
The Criminal Justice Association
will conduct its first general meeting
at 6 p.m. Sept. 5 in the Gorgas Hall
boardroom. This meeting is open for
returning and prospective members.
A Ghost Story Writing
Workshop is scheduled from 9 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Saturday in North Hall
107. The workshop is sponsored by
the Sabal Palms Writing Project and
costs $10 for non-members. For more
information, call 983-7717. 
The University Children's
Chorus will conduct auditions for
new singers from 4 to 6 p.m.
Thursday in Eidman Hall. Children
ages 7-13 are welcome. To schedule
an audition appointment, call 983-
7701.
The UTB/TSC Music Academy
will host an Open House Concert at 6
p.m. Thursday in Eidman Hall Room
1. For more information, call 983-
7702 or 548-8700.
If you would like your club, organ-
ization or department news published
in the briefs section, call Priscilla
Garcia at 554-5143, e-mail her at
collegian@utb.edu or visit The
Collegian office, located in Student
Union Room 1.28. The deadline for
the Sept. 1 issue is 5 p.m. today.
Briefs
another year.
However, Ronnau said citizens
might also be concerned with com-
munity taxes.
"There are several homes and prop-
erties in Brownsville whose value did
not change, so those people will pay
the same amount of taxes as they did
last year," Mendez said.
"I want to make sure the public
understands that we’re not raising
taxes, their tax statement may look
different because evaluations have
gone up, but the tax rate is the same,"
said board member Dolly
Zimmerman.
Visit the Collegian online at
www.sa.utb.edu/collegian/
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For more information, please call the
Dean of Students Office at 554-5115










The Village at Fort Brown
Information Centers
8 a.m.-12 noon
















10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Gazebos
Radio remote 97.7, 
refreshments & rock climbing
“Alumni King’s Feast
Fund-raiser”
11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Gazebos
5-7 p.m. • Endowment Courtyard
Information Centers
4-7 p.m. • Endowment Courtyard
“Knight Moves” 
Casino & Dance
7: p.m. • El Gran Saló
Veterans Upward Bound
Feast Fund-raiser
10:30 a.m.-3 p.m. • Gazebos
Rock climbing 
President’s  Reception
12 noon • Free Speech Area
Chess Tournament
12:30 p.m. • Free Speech Area
“Knights of the Round Table”
Leadership Academy Class II
2 p.m.
SETB Third Floor Conference Room
Information Centers
4:-7 p.m. • Endowment Courtyard
“Pawn con el Profe”
9 a.m.-12 noon
Endowment Courtyard
Welcome Week shows students all the right moves
Transitioning into college life can be
quite frightening and overwhelming at
times. Fortunately, to help dissipate
any qualms incoming students might
have, UTB/TSC hosts a weeklong
series of events called Welcome Week.
"Welcome Week is to help new stu-
dents become better acquainted with
the campus," Dean of Students Mari
Fuentes-Martin said. "[It is also held]
to highlight special activities for all
students to participate in. It's a good
jumpstart to an active year in and out of
the classroom."
Fuentes-Martin spearheads the
Welcome Week Committee, which
plans the events. 
"The committee is usually Student
Affairs people and students," Fuentes-
Martin said. "We have representatives
from Publications, ASPIRE,
Counseling, STING, Student Activities,
etc."
Starting today, the festivities are con-
ducted throughout campus, from the
Gazebos to The Village at Fort Brown;
the events scheduled are as varied as
the student population.
"On Tuesday we will have inflatable
games, hotdogs and music at noon in
the Gazebos," Fuentes-Martin said.
"Wednesday, the student organizations
will be recruiting new members at
Join-a-Club Day in the Gazebos. … We
will have calendars announcing the
events throughout campus."
Preparing such an event is no small
task.
"The committee meets during the
summer for the fall Welcome Week and
we'll begin again in November for the
spring Welcome Week," Fuentes-
Martin said. "The most time consum-
ing is planning and coordinating each
event. The budget has some restrictions
as well."
This semester's chess-oriented
theme, "It's Not a Game, It's a
Strategy" will act as a recurring motif
throughout the festivities scheduled. 
"Coming up with a theme is always
fun and then coordinating events to go
with it," Fuentes-Martin said.
Volunteers from the Student
Government Association and other
clubs and organizations help in carry-
ing out Welcome Week's events.
As for how long Welcome Week has
been in existence is uncertain.
"I think it's been around for a while,
but I can't say for sure how long,"
Fuentes-Martin said.
Wednesday evening will feature
play-gambling during the Knight
Moves Casino and Dance in the
Student Union ballroom. Thursday will
see a reception with UTB/TSC
President Juliet García preceding a
chess tournament, both in the Free
Speech area. Friday's schedule includes
a mixer with university faculty at 9
a.m. in the Endowment Courtyard, an
SGA-sponsored pep rally at noon at the
Gazebos, and a pool party at The
Village at Fort Brown wrapping up the
night.
Once it is over, only one word can
explain the removal of pressure from
the committee and volunteers as
Welcome Week draws to an end: 
"Relieved!" Fuentes-Martin said.
But,  "we love to see people smile and




"Welcome Week is to help
new students become better
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Student Soapbox
"I came to Summer [Session] I and I
helped my parents at the cake shop."
--Luis Gutierrez
Freshman marketing major
"I basically used this summer to
socialize, be with my friends and say
goodbye to the ones going off to col-




"I worked during the week and hung




"I enrolled in some classes to get out
of school really fast!"
--Ana Carrizales
Senior criminal justice major
What did you do this summer?
--Compiled by Analiz Gonzalez




Another political poll arrived the
other day to remind us that Latinos are
walking contradictions. Thank you
very much.
The New York Times and CBS poll
said Latinos back big government and
President Bush, who is famously in
favor of little government. It said
Latinos want more government servic-
es and lower taxes. But tax cuts mean
service cuts.
The poll said Latinos trust the
Democrats to improve public educa-
tion, but they also like the school
vouchers Republicans would give their
children to attend private schools. It
said Latinos back affirmative action, as
true liberals do, but they take the con-
servative side on abortion and gay
marriages.
So what's new?
Eleven years ago, "The Latino
National Political Survey" firmly
established that the nation's three main
Hispanic groups--Mexican, Puerto
Rican and Cuban-Americans--were
liberal in their view on the role of gov-
ernment and at the same time conser-
vative in their moral values. It remains
the granddaddy of Latino surveys,
tapped extensively by academics and
political strategists.
The Times-CBS poll brings the
Latino political paradox up to date.
What I find most interesting is the
Latino affinity for President Bush.
The poll found they approved of his
job performance 52 percent to 38 per-
cent, while 54 percent agreed that he
"cares about the needs and problems of
people like yourself." By contrast, just
40 percent of Latinos had a favorable
view of the Republican Party.
I suspect his appeal to Latinos has a
lot to do with his likable personality,
ability to speak Spanish and the fact
when he was governor of the big, flat
state of Texas he opposed a ban on
services for illegal immigrants.
Polls, of course, don't dig into
charisma and other intangible stuff that
really gets presidents elected. So for an
explanation of Bush's popularity
among Latinos, I called Marcelino
Castillo and Jose Montes de Oca, two
rank-and-file Latinos in San Jose,
Calif.
"I like a lot of the values he stands
for, taking care of the country when
tragedy hits," said Castillo, a
Republican and a restaurant owner.
"You have some Republicans who are
too far on the right, sure. You need
some balance, and I think President
Bush has done that."
I could see he wanted to stick to the
issues. After all, his guy's in office. So
I asked, ``What about his friendship
with Mexican President Vicente Fox?
Isn't that an emotional or cultural con-
nection for Mexican-Americans, if not
all Latinos?''
"Yes, there's something to that,"
Castillo said. "He'll have that perspec-
tive on Mexico that other politicians
don't have. He will be more secure in
building better relations with Mexico."
Montes de Oca, a Democrat and
director of a non-profit mental health
clinic, offered a completely opposite
view.
"Latinos like Bush because he talks
to them in plain language," he said.
"But dang, he's just as disastrous as the
other Republicans. It's his tax cuts.
They have the long-term prospect of
impacting important services and pro-
grams that are near and dear to
Latinos, of bringing Latinos to their
knees."
After speaking with these two, I'm
glad I'm not a Republican political
consultant. I mean, how should Arnold
Schwarzenegger go after the Latino
vote in California's recall election for
governor? Ah-nole supports the right
to terminate a pregnancy, but a lot of
Latinos don't. He voted for California's
Proposition 187 to end services for
illegal immigrants, a ballot measure
many Latinos saw as racist.
I've got it! His wife, Maria Shriver,
is a Kennedy, and nobody attracted the
Latino vote more than John and Bobby
in the 1960s. Nah, a Kennedy would
never betray the Democrats, would
she?
Latino Democratic strategists have
their problems, too. How do you keep
the liberal vote when so many Latino
voters oppose abortion? How do you
keep conservative white Democrats in
the fold when so many Latinos
approve of affirmative action?
I suppose the lesson behind all these
polls is that Latinos, as a group, reflect
the range of political views among all
Americans. There's political gold in
there for whoever finds the formula for
winning the Latino vote consistently,
but don't count on it.
Joe Rodriguez is a columnist for the
San Jose Mercury News. Write to him
at San Jose Mercury News, 750 Ridder
Park Dr., San Jose, Calif. 95190-0001
or e-mail him at jrodriguez@mer-
curynews.com.
Assessing the Latino political paradox
By Joe Rodriguez
Knight Ridder Newspapers
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South Padre Island International
Airport and the city's former planning
director.
"[The] piece that is under construc-
tion between Elizabeth Street and the
expressway is just one piece of a much
larger plan. That piece, though, makes
a significant difference in terms of traf-
fic congestion on International
Boulevard because it will enable stu-
dents and people going to the college to
have more of a direct access to the uni-
versity."
Taking the boulevard, commuters
often experience slow circulation and
occasional traffic jams. 
"The construction of the new piece to
the East Loop helps to solve that prob-
lem," Brown said. "What [a] person …
will be able to do if [they are] coming
down the U.S. 77/83 Expressway is go
directly down the expressway, cross
over International Boulevard, take the
East Loop exit, and turn right to what is
now the back side of the college."
When the loop is completed, there
will be a separate new exit ramp off the
expressway on to a boulevard that will
take motorists right in front of the new
Education and Business complex,
which is under construction now, said
John Ronnau, vice president for
Administration and Partnership
Affairs.
"It also … provides a new doorway
to the college. The university, as well
as the city, [is] working on dressing
this doorway up so that the new front
[entrance] will be a very attractive and
aesthetically pleasing way to [enter]
the university," Brown said.
"The East Loop will make
International Boulevard safer. Right
now, we have trucks carrying flamma-
ble materials and so forth using
International Boulevard at a very close
proximity to schools and major con-
centrations of population."
The East Loop is a City of
Brownsville project funded by the
Texas Department of Transportation
and the federal government. 
"In reality, it is TxDoT [Texas
Department of Transportation] who is
contracting [people] for the work and
overseeing the construction," Brown
said. "The city has already engaged
consultants who are working on such
things as the design concepts of the
new piece and discussing such things
as right-of-way."
Due to the construction, access to the
parking area adjacent to the Student
Union on Ringgold Road has been
closed.
"For safety reasons, we won't have it
open to parking, [but also] because we
added so many parking spaces behind
the Life Health and Sciences
Building," Ronnau said.
Completion of the East Loop project
is expected by Summer 2004.
East Loop
Continued from Page 1
MARIA DURÓN/ COLLEGIAN
Adan Castillo (from left), Fernando Treviño, Jerry Valdez, and Alfredo
Treviño work on part of the East Loop construction on Elizabeth Street.
Zavaletta takes reins of Civic Engagement
Joseph A. Zavaletta Jr. is eager to
start reconstructing Edelstein Park this
fall semester. 
The park is one of the projects the
assistant accounting professor in the
School of Business has taken on as the
new interim director of the Center for
Civic Engagement. Zavaletta was
appointed earlier this month.
"He's already taken off with a bang.
He's been there for 14 days, and I get
all these e-mails all of which [state],
'In my first 10 days I … ,' and then he
lists everything he's done," UTB/TSC
President Juliet V. García said about
Zavaletta.
He will keep this position until a
full-time person is found, said Hector
Castillo, executive assistant. 
Zavaletta, who will only teach an
MBA business course online this
semester, succeeds Father Armand
Mathew, who resigned last December,
according to a news release from the
Office of News and Information.
The Center for Civic Engagement is
designed to, "connect classrooms with
the community, greening, and to
develop and deliver leadership and








taken on is the
Buena Vida
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,
which is bounded by International
Boulevard, Expressway 77/83 and
Gladys Porter Zoo. In January 2002,
the university received a federal grant
of $399,000 to provide Buena Vida
residents with "teachings" of how to
care for their for their community,
homes, lawns, parks, and everything
involving their environment, Zavaletta
said. 
UTB/TSC has been offering the
course "Service Learning Projects" for
a year and half, Castillo, said.
The idea is to get the students to do
the work, get involved in the commu-
nity, and get a grade for it, Zavaletta
explained. 
"The faculty member agrees that
he/she will take his/her students to do
something in the community, any-
where from 10 to 20 hours in a semes-
ter, come back to class, write a paper,
or a presentation about the experience
and receive a grade," Zavaletta said.
The purpose of the program is to
provide resources to work with parents
and students and to "give out to the
community in that neighborhood,"
Castillo said. 
Plans for Edelstein Park include
planting grass and many trees, restor-
ing and painting benches. Afterward,
the staff will strive to persuade the
neighbors to treat it as their own. 
The Center for Civic Engagement is
housed in the Cueto Building, located
at the corner of Madison and 13th
streets. To volunteer, contact Zavaletta
at (956) 983-7848 or at
jzavaletta@utb.edu.
Collegian Editor Sonia Mejia con-
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Will it be sit-down or carry-out? 
It's noon and your stomach is rum-
bling. You can cure your hunger at
conveniently located restaurants on
campus.
The university has food for all taste
buds, from a salad at U-Mix to a slice
of pizza at Italia Express. 
U-Mix, located inside the bookstore,
has been offering a variety of food
since 2001. 
"Here, in U-Mix, we carry several
kinds of products," said Ernesto
Escudero, owner of U-Mix. Among the
fare are Italian-style sandwiches, pas-
tries, coffee drinks and their popular
smoothies. This semester, U-Mix is
opening a stand at the dorms and in the
Tandy Hall lobby.
U-Mix also plans to introduce 10 to
15 new sandwiches and a combo spe-
cial for the first two weeks of school.
This combo will consist of a sandwich,
salad/chips and soft drink. 
The restaurant is open from 7:30
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday
and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday. 
If you prefer burgers, hot dogs and
fries, then you might want to try Great
Steak and Potato, located in the
Student Union's Comedor. 
"We are offering a hot dog value
meal under $3 at Great Steak," said
Henry Sanchez, owner and president
of Sanfour, Inc. "We are talking about
a quarter-pound all-beef hot dog with
[a soft drink] and fries." 
Italia Express and Las Cruces are
also located in the Comedor.
"We have improved our pastas, the
fettuccini and Italian salads," Sanchez
said about Italia Express. 
Las Cruces offers Mexican food
such as enchiladas, fajita tacos, nachos
and homemade tortillas. The eatery
will also sell ice cream, yogurt, banana
splits served like sundaes, and Victory
wings--hot chicken wings with a spe-
cial Las Cruces spicy dressing.
Las Cruces, Great Steak and Potato
and Italia Express are open from 8 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Monday through Friday.
If you are looking for an economical
meal with a homemade touch, the
Campus Catholic Ministry offers
Steal-a-Meal from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
each Wednesday.
The $1-per-plate program is its 12th
year.
"A regular menu will include the
main course and then two side dishes
and your bread or your tortilla, and
sometimes we'll try to include the
drink," said Hilda Escandón, Campus
Catholic Ministry coordinator. 
"The food is pretty much chicken,
meat," she said. "Occasionally we do
fajita tacos, and so, we try to give a
good plate for the price of a dollar." 
Steal-a-Meal is offered from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Wednesdays at the Newman
Center. Only 200 plates are served at
each Steal-a-Meal. However, meals
can be reserved.
So, whether your budget is $1 or $5,




Cesar Lugo, sophomore legal assistant major, orders a smoothie after vis-
iting the UTB/TSC Bookstore. 
Applicants sought for Student Government
Last spring, the Student Government
Association was instrumental in get-
ting the university to pay its part-time
and work/study employees on a semi-
monthly basis instead of once a month.
This semester, the SGA has even big-
ger plans, including pushing for a
recreational sports complex on cam-
pus.
Ten positions are vacant in the SGA
for the 2003-2004 school year.
Applications are available in the Office
of Student Activities.
Five freshman positions are open
along with five positions for upper-
classmen. 
The SGA represents the student
body, serving as a liaison between stu-
dents and the UTB/TSC administra-
tion. It allows its voting members to
establish services that would benefit
the student body. 
SGA President Edward Camarillo
encourages students considering
becoming voting members to run for a
position in the fall.
"They are going to have the time of
their life, just because they are in
Student Government and their educa-
tional experience is going to be so
much greater because of the opportuni-
ties they are going to have, the friend-
ships they are going to gain, and all the
things they are going to be able to
learn," Camarillo said.
The deadline to submit applications
is Sept. 12. 
"By then we will know who is run-
ning," Camarillo said. "If they are
unopposed [and have a minimum 2.5
GPA], they will be sworn in on the next
[SGA] meeting, which will be held on
Sept. 19." 
If the candidates are not unopposed,
elections will be conducted Sept. 16
and 17.
Camarillo said the organization has
many goals this year.
"[SGA] has got about three or four
big goals," Camarillo said. "The first
one is to have online elections for the
campus. We are very close to either
purchasing a program or creating one
on campus. We are [also] going to try
to work with [Student Affairs Vice
President Hilda] Silva and the admin-
istration for this institution to have
summer commencement.
He said another goal would be to
get students' input on the creation of a
recreational sports complex. A fourth
goal is to join a national student gov-
ernment association, which would
allow members to participate in differ-
ent leadership roles and training at the
national level.
Student Government will also con-
tinue its voter registration efforts.
"[We're] going to try to build a voting
cohort that will reach 3,000 students by
the 2004 election," Camarillo said.
"We are probably going to help shape
the way the community views voting."
For more information on the SGA,
contact Camarillo at 554-5032.
By Analiz González 
Staff Writer
Most students register by telephone
but an average of 1,400 students enroll
during arena registration. At press
time, no figures were available for this
year's Arena Registration, which took
place Thursday.
Last year, only 12 percent of students
registered through the Web, although
Barreda said the number of students
using online registration has increased
significantly since then.
Enrollment
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Sixth-graders get college experience
After two days of research and
workshops, dozens of sixth-grade stu-
dents cooled off at The Village at Fort
Brown pool.
The 61 students from the
Brownsville Independent School
District participated in CAMP 2010
Aug. 6-8, a program that encourages
career awareness and goal-setting
skills. Sponsored by University Talent
Search, the camp took place on campus
and on South Padre Island. 
Activities included such workshops
as "What Will I Be," "The Sea and
Me," a visit to the Sea Turtle Inc. and
an Eco-Tour and Dolphin Watch.
Students also took a pre-test that meas-
ures their university experience and
career investigation and a post-test,
which measures the knowledge they
learned through the workshops.
"This program is designed to help
students prepare for college whose par-
ents do not have a college degree," said
Pam Flores, University Talent Search
coordinator. "The parent is the No. 1
influence in helping a student go to
college and many times if the parent
has not experienced that college cli-
mate or environment or process, then
it's hard for them to guide students. We
are looking for students who are col-
lege potential but their parents do not
have a bachelor's degree so they need
somebody to create some form of
awareness and guidance for both stu-
dent and the parent."
The students also must show a poten-
tial for "post-secondary education and
they do this by having fairly good
grades … very focused and very dedi-
cated to their studies," Flores said.
The students learned how to use
computers for research; and, in one
workshop assignment, they had to
research marine ecology.
"We had a scavenger hunt through
the computer, so that way they're hav-
ing fun and learning things at the same
time," said Leo Villarreal, a University
Talent Search student development
specialist.
Asked what was her favorite part of
the program, 11-year-old Central
Middle School student Sonia Martinez,
replied, "When I got to see the dol-
phins."
Vela Middle School sixth-grader
Jose Luis Coello, 12, also praised the
program. "I think this is a really great
program to get us started to know more
about college stuff," Jose Luis said. "I
really think it's going to give me a great
advantage on my future."
On Aug. 8, each student received a




CAMP 2010 sixth-graders enjoy the Village at Fort Brown pool.
"This program is designed to
help students prepare for col-
lege,”
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Academic help is iust around the corner 
By Lorena Cruz 
Tiempo Nuevo Editor 
Being a freshman is not easy, 
especially when you are having prob-
lems with your college algebra class. 
Don't worry- the university has some-
one to help you. "The Learning 
Assistance Center provides tutoring in 
most of the classes the university 
offers," said Maria Elena Valdes, direc-
tor of the LAC. 
The LAC helps students to 
understand the class better with help of 
specialists and tutors. 
"If we do not have a tutor in a 
certain area ... for example, in radiolo-
. gy, or one of the nursing fields, the stu-
dent can come in and ask us," Valdes 
said. "We ask them to come in the 
beginning of the semester because it 
takes us some time to find a qualified 
tutor for that specific subject area." 
Tutors know what the classes 
are like. 
"What is kind of neat about the 
tutors is that they are peers, which 
means they have taken the classes that 
the student have· been coming in for;" 
Valdes said. "They know the teacher, 
they know the requirements." 
One component of the LAC is 
Supplemental Instruction, in which a 
tutor "is hired to take the class again. 
They learn how to take notes 
and they lead study sessions specifical-
ly for that teacher, for that class," 
Valdes said. 
R.E.A.D. Y. for school 
DAMAR.TS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN 
AmeriCorps VISTA Volunteer Edward Camarillo hands a bag of 
school supplies to second-grader Francisco Rodriguez during _ 
the closing ceremonies of Project R.E.A.D. Y. (Resilient Educate 
Active Involvement Diverse Youth) at the St. Joseph Catholic 
Church Youth Center Aug. 8. Camarillo founded the program to 
offer children ages 6 to 11 recreational sports, arts and crafts, 
lessons in music, chess and boxing, and leadership training for 
five weeks. UTBITSC students volunteered their time and shared 
their experiences with the children of West Brownsville. A total of 
60 students participated. The program was funded by private 
donors from the local community 
Call 554-5143 for Advertising Rates 
The center also conducts study 
skills workshops that address the anxi-
ety students may experience before a 
test and gives pointers on how to pass a 
class. The LAC also offers TASP work-
shops and can be used as a resource 
center. 
"We have a computer lab with 
good, new computers that students can 
use," she said. "We have a printer and 
a copier that the students can use [with] 
their copy card that they purchase in 
. the library, so they don't have to walk 
all the way over there." 
_ The LAC helps about 200 stu-
dents per day. 
"Well, every year we've gone 
up a little bit in the number of contacts 
or students that we see," Valdes said. 
"What we are doing differently this 
semester, and for the past year, [is that] 
. . . we've been going into the class-
room." 
The LAC also goes into the 
classroom."Teachers invite us and they 
ask us to do workshops," she said. "We 
go into the classroom and we do 
research skills. We do referencing APA 
or MLA [style], even for the graduate 
school, we go into the classroom. So 
that has helped us increase the number 
of students we see and help." 
The LAC is open from 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday. For 
more information, call 544-8208. 
Carrying • Audiobahn • Ar·c Audio • Diamond Audio • Kove Audio 
Fusion • Pioneer • Kenwood • _Clarion • JVC • Performance Teknique 
Stereos • Mobile Video • Boxes • Satellite Radio • Marine Audio 
·Parts and Malerials 
Not included 
2710 International Blvd .• Suite A 
544-8300 • Brownsville 
Learn to Fly! 
Get your Pilot's License or 
Take a $30.00 Discovery Flight 
Call Robert at (956) 541-8429 or 
Visit www.flywithrobert.com 
Visit the Collegian Online 
-www.sa.utb.edu/collegian/ 
,-
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10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
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Head Coach "Skippy"
Brown is entering his sophomore
season with a bright premonition as
he preps up Team Sting for another
season.
Team Sting faces its first
challange when it will play at Blinn
College for a tournament Firday and
Saturday. Brown took big hits to the
lineup as he lost Keli Loff, Jessica
Vargas, Amanda Garcia, Cathryn
Hayslip, Monica Garza, Axle
Garcia, Crystal Bosmans and
Stephanie Maria, all of whom com-
pleted their two-year eligibility, but
has done some extensive recruiting
to fill in the holes for this year's ros-
ter.
Returning to the lineup is
outside hitter Taylor Wade, middle
blocker Xochitl Garza, outside hit-
ter/libero Mignon Talk and libero Jo
Cayne. The new additions to Team
Sting are libero A.D. Garcia, outside
hitter Devon Watts, setter Kami
Buettner, middle blocker O'Tasha
Williams, outside hitter Ruth
Delgado, middle blocker Taeko
Inoue, setter Mandy Garcia, middle
blocker Tori Neugebauer and setter
Vanessa Mata.
As The Collegian began to
ask questions about this year's
group, Coach Brown quickly came
out the blocks: "There's no me's or
I's out there, it's all team, no stars,
just team. They are really good ath-
letes but they are 13 players work-
ing as one unit; [you] don't get to
coach too many teams like this."
Asked about forecasting the season,
he replied, " It's bad luck to pre-
dict," but  "barring injury, it will be
an absolute pleasure to watch this
team." 
Team Sting is working vig-
orously six hours a day, six days a
week to sharpen up physically and
fundamentally with anaerobic exer-
cises called plyometrics to get them
ready for the season. These specifi-
cally designed exercises for volley-
ball help develop speed, spring and
explosiveness on the court. 
The team practices these
drills an hour to an hour and a half
Monday through Friday before hit-
ting the floor. Brown also brings in
men's volleyball teams to scrim-
mage Team Sting to keep them
sharp and raise their level of play. 
Before the arrival of coach Brown,
the team had a dismal record of 4-
22 (conference 1-13). During his
first season, Brown quickly made
his mark and improved the Lady
Scorpions to a 5-11 overall record 
Members of Team Sting include (from left) Joe Cayme, Mignon Talk, Taylor Wade, Xochitl Garza, Kami Buettner, Tori
Neugebauer, OTasha Williams, Devon Watts, Taeko Inoue, Ruth Delgado, assistant coach Veronica Sauceda, head
coach Skippy Brown, A.D. Garcia andVanessa Mata. 
PHOTO COURTESY MEDIA SERVICES
Team Sting preps for Blinn tourney Friday
By Louie Vera 
Sports Editor
"Barring injury, it will be
an absolute pleasure to
watch this team." 
--Skippy Brown
Head Volleyball Coach
Lucio has high hopes for men’s, women’s golf teams
Jesse Lucio is heading into
his sixth year as head coach of the
UTB/TSC golf program and has
raised the bar of talent on his teams
as well as expectations for this
upcoming golf season. 
Last year the women's golf
team qualified for the first time to
Nationals, which was held at
Daytona Beach, Fla., May 18-22.
The team finished eighth out of 13
teams respectively, but Lucio said
they can and "should do better than
last year."
Coming back from last
year's National qualifying squad is
Carling Filewich, Rachelle Calthorp,
Josie Mendoza and team captain
Jeanette Jordan. New on the team is
Laura Lee Lopez from Edinburg.
Lucio has set goals for everyone to
improve and get back to nationals
this year.
There is only one returning
leaderman from last year's men's
team, Anthony Doolan. Also return-
ing is Mauro Lerma, of Brownsville,
who was red-shirted last year and is
expected to make a big contribution
to the team.
"I have high expectations of
Mauro," Lucio said. 
The rest of the team is
rounded out with Mathew Sloan, of
Ontario, Canada; Jesse Borrego, of
Edcouch; Ronnie Van Woesik, of
Plano; Tyler Peterson, of Sugarland;
and Anthony Lopez and Anthony
Cantu, both of Brownsville.
"Boys can definitely reach
Nationals," Lucio said. "This is the
strongest group of men golfers ever
at UTB, from No.1-8 can at anytime
lead the team."
Lucio believes Lopez, Lerma
and Cantu have an advantage.
"Players like A.C., Lopez and
Lerma, [have] a bit of an edge …
being from Brownsville, and out-
standing play, but I see the rest,
catching on quickly," Lucio said. 
Lucio told The Collegian
that his goals for the men are lots of
practice, win tournaments, a lot of
brotherly unity and confidence.
"All my players are wonder-
ful golfers and I expect that this will
be our best year yet, not only on the
golf course but in the classroom. I
am very excited and optimistic
about my kids. We have got incredi-
ble talent this year."
By Louie Vera 
Sports Editor
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HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday & Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday




Phone: 544-3896 - 544-8951
www.sa.utb.edu/St_Health/index.htm




HECTOR IRACHETA RN, BSN DIRECTOR





(Diphtheria tetanus boosters 









The Collegian is now the new home
for Crystal Baller. After shopping
around the free agent market, I have
come to terms with The Collegian and
have signed a one-year deal worth
about six dollars an hour with a five-
dollar signing bonus. There is a no-
trade clause involved, so I will be here
for the whole season barring injury.
There is just so much going on in the
sports world with the MLB playoff
race heating up, NFL preseason and
PGA season coming to a close. Where
does one begin? (Closes eyes and
draws from hat.) National League
Central! This will be the most exciting
race to watch as all three teams--Cubs,
Cardinals and Astros--are swapping
first place almost every day!
The Cubs and Astros have the first
and second easiest schedule in
September, which will give them the
edge as the Cardinals continue to strug-
gle with starting pitching; but with a
lineup that has the human highlight
film Jim Edmonds (.281); possible
triple crown winner Albert Pujols
(.371); and shortstop Edgar Renteria,
who is batting a career high of .333, the
Cards pretty much have enough offen-
sive production that may put them over
the hump of bad pitching. 
The Astros struggle just as much
with starting pitching but have one of
the best bullpens in baseball, which
helps keep them in every ball game.
With the likes of Octavio Dotel (2.90
ERA) and closer Billy Wagner (1.77
ERA, 38 saves) they will and have shut
the door on practically every opposing
team that sees them.  Having the likes
of long ball hitters Lance Berkman
(.284), Jeff Bagwell (.272), Jeff Kent
(.293) and Richard Hidalgo (.331)
doesn't hurt either.
The Cubs, on the other hand, have
tremendous starting pitching with
strikeout leaders Kerry Wood (11-9,
3.62 ERA) and Mark Prior (11-5, 2.65
ERA) at the 1 and 2 spot in the rota-
tion, then following is Carlos
Zambrano (11-9, 3.05 ERA), Matt
Clement (10-10, 3.93 ERA) and Shawn
Estes (7-9, 5.48 ERA). 
The Cubs bullpen isn't too shabby
either with hard-throwing Kyle
Farnsworth (2.91 ERA), who is quite
the intimidator after demonstrating his
football skills earlier in the year, lefty
specialist Mike Remlinger (4.24 ERA)
and righty Mark Guthrie (1.99 ERA) at
middle reliever and closer Joe
Borowski (3.17 ERA, 26 saves) saving
. The only worry problem this team is
facing is run support. This has been a
nuisance all season, but after making a
trade for third baseman Aramis
Ramirez (.283) and leadoff center
fielder Kenny Lofton (.271), the Cubs
seem to have a resurgence of life in the
lineup and have crawled their way
back into a battle for first place. 
As for the Pittsburgh Pirates, who
seemingly traded their entire team, as
well as the injury prone Cincinnati
Reds did, it seems to me as if they are
winning more. 
Now if my eyes don't deceive me, I
think the Pirates are even in playoff
contention. They are only seven games
back and with about a month and a
half to play anything could happen. It
is not likely, but you never know!
Sorry, but the brew-crew is 18 games
back and done with--sorry, Milwaukee
fans.  
Closing the deal on this little ditty, I
will give the edge to the Chicago
Cubs, because good pitching will
always beat out good hitting any day.
If anyone wants me to
talk about a certain team, sport, divi-
sion, say-so on a player etc., please e-
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Niños se informan sobre carreras en UTB/TSC
Después de dos días de investi-
gación y talleres educativos, doce-
nas de estudiantes del sexto año se
refrescaron en la alberca de los dor-
mitorios de la universidad.
Los 61 estudiantes del Distrito
Escolar Independiente de
Brownsville participaron en CAMP
2010 del 6 al 8 de agosto, un pro-
grama que fortalece el conocimiento
de vocación académica yhabilidades
para fijar metas. 
Patrocinado por el programa de
Búsqueda de Talentos de la
Universidad, el campamento se
llevó a cabo en el campus y en la isla
del Padre Sur.
Las actividades incluyeron talleres
educativos como "Que seré", "El
mar y yo", a visitar la compañía de
Tortugas Marinas, el Eco-Tour y el
Observatorio de Delfines.
Los estudiantes también tomaron
un pre-examen que calcula su expe-
riencia universitaria y búsqueda de
carrera y un examen final que midió
el conocimiento aprendido en los
talleres educativos.
"Este programa está diseñado para
ayudar a preparar a estudiantes para
la universidad cuyos padres no
cuentan con una educación universi-
taria", dijo Pam Flores, coordinado-
ra del programa de Búsqueda de
Talentos de la Universidad. "Un
padre de familia es la influencia No.
1 para ayudar a un estudiante ir a la
universidad y muchas veces si el
padre no ha sido expuesto a dicho
ambiente o proceso, es muy difícil
para ellos guiar a los estudiantes.
“Estamos buscando a estudiantes
que muestren potencial universitario
pero que sus padres no cuentan con
una carrera universitaria. Ellos
necesitan a alguien que les forme
conocimiento y un asesoramiento
para el estudiante y el padre".
Los estudiantes también deben de
mostrar potencial para "educación
secundaria y hacer esto mantenien-
do buenas calificaciones ... estando
muy concentrados y dedicados a sus
estudios", dijo Flores.
Los estudiantes aprendieron a
operar computadoras para investigar
sobre ecología marina en uno de los
talleres.
"Tuvimos un rally por la computa-
dora para que de esa manera se
diviertan y aprendan a la vez", dijo
Leo Villarreal, especialista en desar-
rollo estudiantil del programa de
Búsqueda de Talentos de la
Universidad. 
Cuando se les preguntó cuál fue su
parte favorita del programa, Sonia
Martínez, 11, estudiante de la secun-
daria Central, respondió, "Cuando
fui a ver a los delfines".
José Luis Cuello, 12,  estudiante
del sexto año de la secundaria Vela
también elogió al programa.
"Yo pienso que este es un gran
programa para ayudarnos a aprender
más sobre cosas de la universidad",
dijo José Luis. 
"En realidad, pienso que este pro-
grama dará ventaja a mi futuro."
El 8 de agosto, cada uno de los
estudiantes recibió un certificado
durante la ceremonia que se llevó a
cabo en el edificio SET-B.
Para más informes sobre el pro-
grama, llame al 544-8243.
Por Lorena Cruz
Editora de Tiempo Nuevo
ANDREW NENQUE/COLLEGIAN
Roel Gutierrez, gerente auxiliar de la librería de UTB/TSC, revisa
las etiquetas de los libros que los estudiantes estarán comprando. 
Nombre: Blanca Alicia Ríos
Edad: 30 años
Promedio: 3.9
Especialidad: Maestra bilingüe de
educación primaria
Reconocimientos: Certificado de
Phi Theta Kappa por buenas califica-
ciones, reconocimiento de trabajo
voluntario del Departamento de
Servicios Humanos de Texas y  certi-
ficado de agradecimiento por trabajo
voluntario en el orfanato del Sagrado
Corazón en Valle Hermoso, México.
Pasatiempos: Leer, escribir, ir a
caminar y  pasar el mayor tiempo
posible con sus hijos, con su esposo
y su familia.
¿Cuál es tu reto más grande?
"Cumplir mi reto más grande será
cuando me gradúe pero también el
reto que uno cumple es ver termina-
do cada semestre con buenas califi-
caciones".
¿Cuáles son tus metas a futuro?
"Primero que nada, graduarme.
Después, estudiar mi maestría en psi-
cología infantil y lo más importante,
dedicarle el mayor tiempo posible a
mis hijos y a mi familia".
Si pudieras cambiar algo de la
universidad, ¿Qué harías? "Sería
darle un poco más de oportunidades
a los estudiantes hispanos que como
yo, luchan por desarrollarse en el
campo profesional".
Anécdota: "Aproximadamente
hace un año, cuando empecé a sentir
los estragos de mi carrera y me sen-
tía abatida por las dificultades, entre
ellas el idioma y el balance de tiem-
po entre la familia y la escuela,
llegué a mi casa y les dije a mis hijos
que quería dejar la universidad.
Uno por uno me suplicaron que no
lo hiciera, ya que ellos sabían lo
importante que es para mí. Esta
experiencia la recuerdo minuto a
minuto y me motiva".
Estudiante de Hoy
Por Lorena Cruz
Editora de Tiempo Nuevo
Librería se prepará
Se solicita un corrector para la página de español.
Interesados favor de llamar al 554-5143 o hacer la
solicitud personalmente en la oficina de
Publicaciones Estudiantiles en el cuarto 1.28 de la
Unión Estudiantil. La fecha límite es
el 5 de septiembre.
CCMS APPROVEDNO
AH
S ARK CHR I S T I AN
Monday thru Friday
6:30 a.m. to 5:45 p.m.
CH
I LD CA
R E C ENT ER
547-9922
Age: 2 weeks to 13 years
2855 Paredes Line Rd. 
( Christian Fellowship Center)
1940 E. Elizabeth, Suite A, Brownsville, TX 78520
In front of the Village at Fort Brown
September Specials
(Monday-Thursday):
Rent 1 VHS foreign film and
get free rental on 1 VHS
American film
(956) 542-1155
DVD Rentals $2.50 
New Releases $2.50
VHS Rentals $1.99
(enter through back street of UTB)
Rentals are for 5 days
Open 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday
10 a.m.-10 p.m. Friday-Saturday
12:30-4:30 p.m. Sunday
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Student Health Services, located in
Room 237 of the Cortez building, pro-
vides a variety of health services for
students, faculty and staff, including
physical exams, immunizations, Pap
smears and wellness screenings. 
"Basically, what you would find at a
doctor's office, you would find all
those services 
here as well," said Hector Iracheta, a
registered nurse and director of the
department.
The clinic has X-ray equipment and
is seeking applicants for the position of
X-ray technician. 
Students pay a service fee of $10.10
when registering for classes, qualifying
them for office visits at no extra cost.
In the event that diagnostic or extra
tests must be administered, a minimal
fee is charged. Examples include labo-
ratory services and prescription med-
ication such as antibiotics. The prices
vary depending on the service. The
clinic's pharmacy provides basic med-
ication for minor infections and prob-
lems.
To receive service, students must
show their student ID at the front desk.
The clinic is open from 8 a.m. to 7:30
p.m. Monday and Thursday, and from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday.
Three registered nurses work at the
clinic: a part-time registered nurse, a
staff nurse and a nurse practitioner.
"A nurse practitioner is a master's-
prepared registered nurse who is able
to diagnose and order treatments for
patients," Iracheta said.  
The department treats between 5,000
and 6,000 patients a year.  An increas-
ing number of students are coming to
the clinic for treatment, so the depart-
ment plans to eventually hire addition-
al nurses.  
Student Health Services also pro-
vides a laboratory for the School of
Health Sciences to teach clinical skills
to students. 
The department will place mile
markers around the campus to encour-






If your answer is yes, then the United States Army has a unique
opportunity for you - to become a Special Forces Soldier - a Green
Beret. You’ll learn from some of the best Soldiers anywhere, and
put your new skills to work in duty stations around the world. It
takes plenty of hard work to earn the green beret, but the pride
you’ll feel when you wear it for the first time will make it all
worthwhile. 
>> So if you’re a high school graduate,
between 18 and 30, interested in finding
out how you can become part of an elite
group of proud professionals, call
Sergeant First Class Ramirez at
956-546-1471 or stop by Brownsville
Recruiting Station at 1805 E. Ruben Torres
Blvd. And check out over 200 ways you can
become AN ARMY OF ONE.
PAGE 14  • August 25, 2003 The CollegianOn Campus
Addressing veterans’ issues
COURTESY PHOTO
The Veterans Advisory Council was formed earlier this year to
address issues that veterans are confronted with while pursuing
their post-secondary education. The council meets monthly and
encourages veterans who have a concern regarding their education
at UTB/TSC to call 983-7127. Council members include (from left)
Priscilla Martinez, Veterans Upward Bound student development
specialist; Ruben Lopez, Academic Advising Center adviser;
Patrick McGehee, Testing Office director; Mari Chapa, Financial
Aid Office director; David Gaytan, Admissions Office transcript
evaluator; and David F. Rivera, VUB coordinator.
Riding the bus can spare
you parking headaches
Instead of hunting for parking space
every day, an alternative mode of
transportation is available for students,
staff and faculty.
The Brownsville Urban System cur-
rently offers three routes that transport
riders to UTB/TSC: Routes 6
(Southmost), 8 (Lemon) and 10
(Amigoland/UTB). Ten other routes
may be used to transfer to these and
reach the university. 
BUS, however, will drop Route 10 by
Sept. 1, which serves UTB/TSC and
the former Amigoland Mall, because of
low ridership and create a new route to
serve Sunrise Mall, Valley Regional
Medical Center and the flea market,
said Tom Logan, transit operations
planner for the Brownsville Urban
System.
Several years ago, the City of
Brownsville agreed to offer bus passes,
for UTB/TSC students, faculty and staff.
"Bus passes allow transportation to
UTB/TSC, and anywhere else around
Brownsville, with no limits of usage,"
Logan said.
More than 100 of these passes, which
are placed on the back of UTB/TSC
IDs, are sold each semester, he said.
"Eighty [percent] to 90 percent of users
are students," said Mari Fuentes-
Martin, dean of students, said of those
who purchase the passes.
Each pass costs $20 during the first
two weeks of school. Students, faculty
and staff may pay for a bus pass at the
UTB/TSC Business Office, then pick
up the pass from the Office of the Dean
of Students. 
Afterward, passes will be $30 at the
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Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 23): While
studying at the Student Union, you
will find that you are bursting with
new ideas. When others seem less
enthusiastic, try not to bite their
heads off. 
Libra (Sept. 24-Oct. 23): Next
time you're feeling all eyes staring at
you when walking through the
Endowment Courtyard, otherwise
known as "the catwalk," try giving
them something to talk about: Wear
your thong on the outside.
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22): Watch
"Annie" for important tips on how
to be more popular.
Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21):
Your life must be going downhill if
you are trying to hook up with new
"chicks" during registration.  Try the
produce section; I think you'll have
better luck, if all else fails, take
home some zucchini.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20):
When people you talk to start star-
ing at your forehead and smiling a
lot, it's time to leave them alone.
Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19): OK,
so we can tell that you're a little
homesick and you miss your
boyfriend from back home.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): Do
not be ashamed of going to a psy-
chiatrist. Everyone who knows you
will thank you for it. 
Aries (March 21-April 20): OK,
so in the three years you have been
in school, you have managed to
manage to become a beer connois-
seur, a pro at X-Box and Sex Ed.
This semester, try getting on the ball
with your studies, and then maybe
you'll graduate before your grand-
kids.
Taurus (April 21-May 21):
Instead of sitting at home and
watching TV, try going to a friend's
house to watch TV.
Gemini (May 22-June 21): You'll
find this semester that you are run-
ning out of deceased family mem-
bers as an excuse to miss class.  And
if I recall correctly, didn't you
already say that your uncle's sister's
friend passed away three times?
This semester: just go to class.
Cancer (June 22-July 22): When
people try to involve you in their
business, they will find that you are
an ideal scapegoat. 
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): You never
know who could be in the next stall,
so be careful with what you say.
Mystik Sisters
By Jamie Standeford 
and Griselda Valerio
Staff Writers
Life after ‘Gigli’: Affleck's rope-a-dope
LOS ANGELES--Ben Affleck tries to
put a good face on it, calling the bad
publicity a "critics slam dunk contest,"
but the actor, like the rest of America,
is sick of "Gigli" and ready to move on.
That's why he's at the Four Seasons
hotel doing his best to promote "The
Battle of Shaker Heights," the new film
he and friend Matt Damon are execu-
tive producing as part of their Project
Greenlight contest. 
"Shaker Heights," based on the first
original screenplay by Project
Greenlight winner Erica Beeney, cen-
ters on a 17-year-old boy who re-
enacts WWII battles to escape the real-
ities of his life.
Discussing "Shaker Heights" makes
Affleck wax nostalgic about the good
old days of working with director
Kevin Smith on independent films. 
"I remember sleeping on Kevin's
couch and doing `Chasing Amy,'" he
says, "and that was all that mattered."
The actor acknowledges that those
days are behind him. 
He still gets involved with films that
have the independent movie feel,
though. “‘Jersey Girl’ is the closest in
spirit to ‘Chasing Amy.’ “I really like
the movie,” says Affleck, referring to
the new comedy that re-teams him with
Smith.
Affleck will first appear in
"Paycheck," director John Woo's sci-fi
action thriller. He remains optimistic
about his post-"Gigli" career.
"'Paycheck' is good. I'd be doing a lot
worse if I didn't like `Paycheck' and
`Jersey Girl.' So I feel like I got a little
rope-a-dope," he says, alluding to a
tactic in which a boxer pretends to be
trapped against the ropes while his
opponent wears himself out throwing
punches.
"The Battle of Shaker Heights"
opened in limited release Aug. 22.
Affleck will appear in "Paycheck" this
Christmas and in "Jersey Girl" in 2004.
By Hanh Nguyen
Zap2it.com
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for  more information.
MALL HOURS
MON - SAT 10 a.m.- 9 p.m.
SUN. 12 p.m.- 7 p.m.
American Eagle Outfitters

















PAGE 16  • August 25, 2003 The CollegianShopping
Corner of 802 & Exp. 77 Brownsville 78521 (956) 541-6245 www.sunrisemalltx.com
CBL & Associates Properties, Inc. NYSE: CBL
